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Gov. Edwards’ Administration Sends 

Final Plan for $438 Million Appropriation 
 

Plans for Additional $1.2 Billion Would Send Most Funds 

to Homeowners, Renters, Business Owners 
 

 

BATON ROUGE, La. – Gov. John Bel Edwards says the Office of Community 
Development submitted its final plan for an initial $438 million flood-relief appropriation 
on Jan. 6 to the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development – more than a 
month ahead of the federal deadline. Edwards says the state could be cleared to begin 
spending the money as soon as March. 
 
Meanwhile, the Office of Community Development is working on an action plan for an 
additional $1.2 billion flood-relief appropriation that Congress approved in December. 
The Restore Louisiana Task Force had been scheduled to vote on an overall budget 
structure for that plan at its Jan. 6 meeting. However, the meeting was cancelled due to 
severe weather. 
 
The cancellation will not result in any delays in the recovery process. The task force will 
review the proposed final plan for the $1.2 billion at its next meeting, scheduled for 9:30 
a.m. on Jan. 20 at the Livingston Parish Governmental Building at 20355 Government 
Blvd. in Livingston. 
 
The governor’s Office of Community Development would direct most of the $1.2 billion 
toward homeowners, renters and small business owners: 
 

●      $935.4 million for homeowners 

●      $80 million for renters 

●      $50 million for business owners 



 
The action plan would also set aside $105 million in matching funds for public 
assistance through the Federal Emergency Management Agency. This would help local 
governments meet their cost-share match needed for public infrastructure 
improvements ‒ 25 percent for the March flood and 10 percent for the August flood. 
 
Edwards says the Office of Community Development is also working on more 
recommendations for the specific eligibility requirements for families and business 
owners. He says the goal is to expand the number of flood survivors, especially 
homeowners, who receive assistance. 
 
“We’ll write the plan for spending the $1.2 billion so we can expand the homeowner 
assistance program and offer at least some measure of help to everyone who had major 
or severe damage and did not have flood insurance,” Edwards said. “This is a critical 
step as we strive to help as many flood-impacted homeowners, businesses and 
communities with unmet needs as we possibly can.” 
Details on the latest budget and all flood-relief programs are available on the task force 
website, restore.la.gov.  
 

About the Restore Louisiana Task Force 

The Restore Louisiana Task Force comprises 21 individuals from throughout the state 
who were appointed by Gov. John Bel Edwards to oversee the rebuilding process after 
historic flooding in March and August 2016 impacted 51 parishes. The Task Force’s 
mission is divided into six categories: community planning, economic, health and social 
services, housing, infrastructure and natural and cultural resources. For more 
information, visit restore.la.gov. 
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